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HOSPITAL PROFILES - ANNA CASSINELLI 


There is a pleasant-faced, smiling, little elderly lady, 
residing in a secluded room on the sixth floor who is quite 
well known to the old timers but a bit of a mystery to the 
new comers. We shall attempt to introduce her to the latter, 
for we know they will find pleasure in reading her short bio- 
graphy and admiration for her plucky and spirited character. 


Cassie mede her first contact with the Hospital back in 
the days when it was located on Lexington Avenue and 42nd 
Street -— where the Commodore Hotel now stands. She was brought 
to the hospital by her father because she was suffering from 4 
disease which prevented much growth. Because her mother had 
died shortly after her birth, and her father died when she was 
six years of age, Cassie soon became a permanent resident of the 
hospital. Her condition required frequent hospitalizations, 
consequently, her relatives, who were really very fond of her, 
were forced to permit her to be institutionaulized. Cassie led 
quite an active life in the hospital, for she attended school 
and then insisted on helping with many little duties, such as 
making up and rolling bandages, etc. As the years rolled by 
and she attained the ripe old age of 12, she was introduced to 
to the brace shop in order to learn the art of making orthopedic 
corsets and surgical belts. Soon, she was on the payroll and 
has been for over forty-five years. 


Everyone thinks of Cassie either walking with the aid of braces and crutches or using 
a wheel chair; but there was a period in her life when, although she wore double leg braces, 
she was able to move about more freely. During the years 1920 - 28, Cassie's work took 
her upstairs to the clinics. It was her responsibility to measure the patients for their 
orthopedic corsets and surgical belts as well as to make these articles. Consequently, 
for eight years, day in and day out, Cassie labored up and down the back stairs from the 
corset room to the clinics and back many times a day. To add to her work, in those days 
patients who were merely referred to the hospital by outside doctors and ministers were 
supplied with free appliances! You can imagine how this good fortune was taken full ad- 
vantaged of by indigent petients, and what an added burden it was for Cassie. 

Because she was an excellent, fast and responsible worker, Mr. Flick put her in charge 
of the corset shop when the previous supervisor resigned. Cassie supervised the work in 


Re 


the shop until, in 1935, she injured her leg and was hospitalized. Upon her discharge 
she continued to work until recently, when she retired. However, her interest in the 
work and love for her companions in the corset and brace shops kas impelled her to 
volunteer for half a day. So each morning, you will find Cassie making her trip down 
to the basement for a few pleasant sours of sewing and friendly conversation. 


Cassie is loved by all who know her because of her sweet temperamentand courageous 
nature. She loves parties, enjoying her little glass of wine with her old friends, and 
also delights in receiving mail and flowers. Her free hours are spent reading, especially 
religious periodicals, for she has a devout faith which has been a great consolation to 
her these many years. She reminisces about the time she was able to leave town for her 
vacations and even the trip she made to Canada. However, it is difficult for her to go 
out-doors these days because of further fractures she suffered last year. As she sits 
up in her little room on the sixth floor, Cassie looks back upon a full life which saw 
many changes.. In general, she has commented on the tremendous improvement there has been 
in hospital care and advancement in medicine in the past forty-five years; and in parti- 
cular, she remarked upon the expansion of HSS since Mr. Keller's administration. 


Yes, Cassie has seen many amazing inventions and developments in her time, but we 
see a woman who through grit and faith has overcome a physical handicap, which would have 
reduced others into dependent creatures bemoaning their fate, and turned it into a symbol 
of courage and accomplishment. 


EA 


CEREBRAL PALSY CLINIC 
HAPPY NEW YEAR TO YOU ALL!! 


The cerebral palsy Clinic is starting the New Year properly - not only by wishing every- 
body the best of luck - but by being on a full-time clinic basis. Mrs. Meerloo has taken 
over the activities of Coordinator, in addition to her physical therapy work. Mrs. Davis 
will also be here all day and hopes to be able to tackle a few more speech problems. The 
Social Service contingent does not report any great changes. "Busy as usual" was on their 
Sign when we dropped in on our news hunt. 


Although we have not yet recruited an 0.T. or another P.T., we have a wonderful new member 
on our staff - Barbara Hoffmen. Miss Hoffman, who is a clinical psychologist, is contin- 
uing the C.P. clinic research project. Come up to the fifth floor to meet her —- she can 
usuelly be found in the extension-testing room, except on clinic mornings, when she is 
gathering research material right on the spot. This is all the news your C.P. reporters 
have been able to collect for the January issue of the "Record and Chronicle". 


L.M. & L.D. 


NEWS OF RECORD ROOM 


Miss Lillian Morrison (Mayerson), Assistant Medical Record Librarian, has resigned this month. 
She has accepted a position, as Medical Secretary, for a private physician in New York City. 
We all wish her good luck in her new job. Her vacancy will be filled by Miss Isabelle Moss, 
formerly secretary to Dr. John J. Milligan, on the Orthopedic Service. Miss Julia Jakabeka 

will take hér place. The Record Room, spoken of as the 'Racket Room', in jest, of course, is 

really a beehive from 9-5 every day, with its fourteen lovely ladies workingly busily. Watch 

this column for Thumbnail Sketches of them at work and play. 

I.Be 

OHH EAHAROMOMHOH bane era | 


FROM THE DIRECTOR'S OFFICE- CIVIL DEFENSE 3. 


The hospital is making rapid strides in organizing for Civil Defense which is in charge 
of an Executive Committee made up of representatives of the Medical Board, the Board of 
Managers, the Nursing Department and the Administration. 


Five sub-committees have been appointed to study, plan and make recommendations to the 
Executive Committee on the various phases of Civil Defense. 


The Committees are: 


Training Dr. Fenwick Beekman. Chr. 
Recruitment and Manpower Dr. T.Campbell Thompson,Chr. 
Therapy Facilities, Supplies and Blood Bank Dr. John E.Sullivan,Chr. 
Physical Structure & Hospital Annex Mr. F.Wilson Keller, Chr. 
Direction of Activities Dr. Philip D. Wilson, Chr. 


These Committees are to render reports to the Executive Committe: once a week. 


As the plan and organization develops everyone connected with the hospital and 
those volunteers who are being recruited will be fitted into the organization 

with specific duties to perform. It is for this reason that personnel have been 
asked not to enlist in any other Civil Defense organization outside of the hospital, 


As soon as a training program can be inaugurated everyone will be given instructions in 
first aid, particularly as it deals with atomic, chemical and bacteriological warfare. 
Everyone will have their blood grouped and an identification card issued. 


It is the sincere hope of everyone that this country will not be attacked, but in these 
days of extreme international tension we cannot be complacent. We must be prepared, we 
mist have a plan of defense, we all must cooperate in the plan for Civil Defense. 


The life you save may be your own. You will be kept completely informed as our plans 
develop and take shape. 


TIBI HH F.W.K. 


At the January Meeting of the Board of Managers the following resolution was entered 
in the Minutes: 
"Qn motion duly made, seconded and carried it was resolved that the 
Personnel of the hospital be commended for their successful efforts in 
making Christmas at the Hospital so pleasant for the patients", 


F.W.K. 
IEESHE EEE 


OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY DEPARTMENT 


Occupational Therapy would like to announce the lucky winners of the drawing of the Kiddy 

car and wheelbarrow, for which chances were sold at the Christmas sale. The patients and 
personnel of the Occupational Therapy Department were very pleased to have Mary Carbee, one 

of the patients on the polio ward, win the Kiddy car because she had Spent a great deal of 
time painting this and helping us sell chances for it. Miss Mary Fasciana of the Accounting 
Office won the wheelbarrow. A new position of secretary has been added to our department, 
and Miss Dolores Getty has come to fill it. 


D.N. 
FERRI RAEI BARBARA 


VOLUNTEER DEPARTMENT 


The volunteers are carrying on with their usual helpfulness. Many new people are calling 
daily regarding volunteer service and several interviews have resulted in new workers. 


C.A.E. 
FERRIER RARER HEHEHE 
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SOCIAL SERVICE NOTES 


All the members of the Social Service Department were saddened this morning 
by news of the sudden death of Mr. John H. Reynolds at St. Luke's Hospital. For 
a number of years, Mrs. Reynolds has been Chairman of the Women's Auxiliary-Social 
Service Committee of this hospital. Mr. Reynolds shared his wife's enthusiastic 
interest in the work of this Department. Our deepest sympethy goes to Mrs. Reynolds. 


GHD 


The Year 1950 ended with a note of calamity for the Social Service Department 
since Miss Herbst suffered an ankle injury and Mrs. Snyder's husband fractured his 
hip in Jedda. 


After Bea Herbst had visited her friends in Garden City and was returning to the 
office the following morning, she fell down the icy steps of the house and injured her 
ankle. A doctor was called in and he diagnosed a fractured ankle. The problem was 
how to get back to HSS? Fortunately, she was able to get the services of Mr. LaMothe 
of Airways who drove out personally to pick her up and brought her in to the hospital. 
When she arrived here, she was greatly upset; but when the x-rays showed no fracture 
and Dr. Campbell strapped her foot, she began to feel much better. She was sent home 
with orders to rest, but when she arrived at her apartment a telegram was waiting for 
her bearing the news that her very dear aunt had died up-state. You can imagine her 
distress under the circumstances, especially since she could not possibly travel. 

Now that some time has passed, she has fully recovered from these shocks and we do hope 
there are no more in view for 1951. 


Val Snyder was expecting her husband to return from Jedda during Christmas week. 
Instead, she received a cablegram stating that he had fallen and fractured his hip. 
She immediately made arrangements to have him flown back to the States for admission 
to HSS. However, he was flown to 4 Cairo hospital where the doctors felt there was 
toomuch danger in further moving and that his condition indicated an immediate operation 
wes necessary. Val was able to reach the Cairo doctor by telephone and he recommended 
that she be present at the time of the operation. Therefore, she had to take a leave 
of absence and flew over. Since Norman was to have been operated on this past Saturday, 
it is a little too early as yet to expect any news from Val, but we are hoping to re- 
ceive a cablegram which will denote that everything has gone well. We know that just 
as soon as he is well enough to be moved, Val will be much more content to have him 
under our care. 

BA 
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ACCOUNTING DEPARTMENT 
Ret. Milton Peritz dropped in at the Hospital last December 26th, to say "hello' to 
his friends, while on his way home from Ft. Benning, Ga. on a nine-dey furlough, also 


on Friday, December 29th on his way back to camp. It seems that Army life agrees with 
Milton. He lost-six pounds but looks very well.When htereturns to Ft. Benning, Milton 
expects to be raised to Private First Class as he has finished his basic training. His 
outfit expects to go overseas soon, but they are uncertain to which area they will be 
sent. He is in the Infantry. 


R.A. 


CIRCULATION DEPARTMENT 


If, when Residents and Fellows or any other members of the Hospital staff and personnel 

leave for other fields of activity they desire to still receive the "R & C", they are 

soiceian to leave their names and addresses at the Public Relations Office before 
eparture,. 
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PHYSICAL THERAPY NOTES: 


Life has resumed its usual pattern once more since we returned to work on Tuesday, Jan. 

2nd. Things seem a little dull after a month of Christmas planning and parties. The 
children, as always, were an important part of the season. Many and varried were the 
preparations which went on in our in-patient polio depertment. All the trouble and work 
undertaken was amply rewarded on December 22nd, when a most successful party was held on 
Ward 6B. It is hard to say who had the best time; children or adults. Beautiful presents, 
& jolly Santa Claus, delicious food, and accordian music were features of the afternoon. 
However, I think the hit of the day was provided by the men patients from Ward 5B. As their 
tribute to those members of the staff who had literally slaved over them in preceding months, 
they composed this worthy effort and set it to the music of 'The Thing’. 


"As I was lying in my bed at Special Surgery, 

I started thinking of the one Who'd soon be stretching me. 

Her voice is harsh, her manner cold, her heart is made of stone. 
We nicknamed her the --- because she makes us moan. 


For mother of this rugged crew, who hovers o'er each bed 

Comes dancing in the rooms with rules which well nigh should be dead. 
She worries nights, she worries days, and hourly we are told 

"Cover yourself with that -— before you catch a cold! 


The moral of this story is, if you catch polio, 

Be sure to come to H.S.S. and get into the show. 

If things we've said may seem unkind, we want you all to know 
We patients too are --- as history soon will show." 


In the gymasium we have had a flourishing grab bag for the children through the kindness of 
Social Service. 


All good things must come to an end! On the first of January, Miss Westerborn left us to 

try her fortune in Texas. If I were clever I would write a play about her arrival at the 
Hermann Hospital in Houston. Since I have not sufficient wit however, it mst suffice to say 
that we shall miss her greatly as she has been a great asset to our Social as well as our 
professional lives. 


We were all very sorry about Mr. Dundine's bad luck. On the Friday before Christmas he 
was admitted to the New York Eye and Ear Hospital for an operation on his eye. We are glad 
to hear that he is doing very well and will be returning to work Soon. 


JeMeies 


HOKE CoH OSHS EES SHES 


THE NIGHTINGALES CHIRP THAT: 


In pensive mood we reflect the New Year of 1951. May it bring only the hest of luck and 
happiness for all of our friends and may we all stand up to its vicissitudes with spiritual 
and moral courage.--- And thinking of the passing old year brings us to a Full Stop. Are 

we planning to be a geriatric some day? With Social Security we can say just let the day 
come. We are at least partly prepared for retiring to an easy armchair and footstool routine 


with a television (we hope) in view. --- When one of our staff was asked if she had gotten 
her social security number yet she readily answered "Why yes - I have it. I got it at the 
5 and 10¢ store". --- We wish to report that we had a very happy holiday, tnank you; we wish 


to commend the Dietary Dept. for the wonderful holiday meals to brighten the days of the 

patients and of those of us working. The wards looked so cheery with Christmas decorations 
which disguised all sadness and suffering. This week's lunch conversations, covered all the 
holidays. Tales from eech other of trips, Manhattan's Christmas glamour, family parties, St. 


George's Church's live sheep etc. --- Someone has told us a glass of Burgundy can be an 
expensive drink. Ask Dr. Hoover. He's an authority. --- We think the heighth of optimism 
is Dr. Campbell in his new Austin.--- We expect to have him admitted as a new scoliosis any 
day! --- And speaking of patients Teddy Burkle is a patient in Room 43. He claims he 
wasn't pushed, he fell, not in love, but down onto the subway tracks, escaping by seconds 
the oncoming train. --- Miss C. of PP4 is a frequent visitor to Phildelphia. Can it be 
"Brotherly love"? We hope not. --- Miss Tyce, who has just transferred from evening to 
night shift, received word from the Government that her husband, a prisoner of Korea, was 
released January 10th. --- A sewing circle of "little mothers" was formed by Miss Lund on 
3C. They are starting a spring wardrobe for their Christmas dollies. --~ We are so sorry 
to report that Mrs. De Barbiere has gone through surgery for which she has supervised so 
many patients. This time her trip to the 0.R. was not L.0.D. Lots of luck in recovery. 

We are routing for you, Mrs. B. --- Mrs. Short, Asst. Night Supervisor, went out West on a 
flying trip to see her son at Christmes time, He may be headed for Korea. Mrs. Short, 
now having returned, is on the sick list. We hope that she will be feeling 0.K. soon. -—-- 
Miss Ferrin, night nurse, tells us that her husband, a marine, will be called on Januery 10th. 
-—- The cultural group composed of Mrs. Reinhardt, the Misses Gaydos, Janca, and Hoch have 
had tickets to see"The Lady's Not For Burning" for so long that we're afraid she'll be a 
heap of ashes before they get there. This group has many accomplishments: electrolysis, 
beauty parlor, real estate, and a travel bureau. Anyone can join if they have a side line 


that pays off. 
K.H. 


SE ROBHGHEHEEHEHEEHEHERGES 
TESTIMONIAL DINNER TO DR. BEEKMAN 


On December 15th at the University Club our former Chief of Surgery, Dr. Fenwick 
Beekman was honored at a testimonial dinner. The dinner was attended by many members 
of the Attending staff and also members of the Board of Managers, former Attending 
Surgeons and guests, among whom were Dr. Coller of University of Michigan and Dr. Frenk 


Glenn of New York Hospital. 


br. Philip D. Wilson, as toastmaster, reviewed briefly his own association with the 
Hospital but referred particularly to his personal gratitude for Dr. Beekman's efforts 
in developing a Library and instituting new ideas relating to the teaching program of 
internes on the Surgical Service. Dr. Wilson called upon many speakers who all paid 
glowing tributes to Dr. Beekman with occasionalmecidotes which brightened up the senti- 
mental side of all those present. 


Dr. Beekman was presented with a two-volume set of rare books on John Hunter. The good 
doctor responded very gallantly to the entire evening's entertainment and gave the 
assembled group a short but pertinent speech on how to continue on and be good con- 
scientious physiciens, 


T. Morrissey, M.D. 
FEHR EB GHRGHHABAHE 


HOUSEKEEPING DEPT. 


Mrs. Elizabeth Watson (seamstress) spent the Christmas holidays with her family in Binghamton, 
N.Y. She said it was a beautiful white Christmas, lots of snow sleighing and skiing. Mrs. 
Maloney received a card from Julia Gilbert, the maid who left to make her home in England. 
She said weather and conditions were not too good and that she was returning end of the 
month. . We shall be very happy to have her beck. Miss Mary Kenny, Assistant Housekeeper, 
Spent her holidays in Mt. Vernon. Benjamin Mas, night porter, is flying to Puerto Rico to 
spend the New Year with his mother. 

M.K. 


WILLIAM CHURCH OSBORN 1863-1951 


The Hospital lost a loyal friend on January 3rd, 1951. A man of outstanding 
eminence in the City, State and Country. A lawyer of achievement, a patron of the 
Arts, e man of letters, a student of history; a philanthropist who gave of his spirit 
and counsel to better his fellow men and a civic leader who accomplished mich in achiev- 
ing needed reforms in government. 


William Church Osborn, a son of William Henry Osborn, a member of the original Board 
of the Hospital, and a former President, first took an active part in the affairs of the 
New York Society for the Relief of the Ruptured and Crippled in the year 1892 when thirty 
years of age. He was elected Recording Secretary in 1906 and held the office until 1909. 
His unusual ability and intensive interest being recognized he was raised to the Presidency 
in 1910; serving until the year 1937 with a short interim of two years from 1926-1927. 

Great changes and improvements occurred in plant, organization and personnel of the Hospital 
during these twenty-seven years, changes in which he took an extremely active part: the move 
was made from Lexington Avenue and 42nd Street in 1912 to the new hospital building on the 
present site; the Gibney Pavilion was added to this new hospital building in 1922, and the 
6th floor over the main operating room was constructed in 1934 and the laboratories which had 
been on the first floor were moved. Dr. Gibney who was Surgeon-in-Chief when Mr. Osborn 
joined the Board, was replaced by Dr. William Coley in 1924 and was succeeded by Eugene H. 
Pool in 1933 and later in 1934 by Dr. Philip D. Wilson. Mr. Osborn thus served with four 
different Surgeons-in-Chief during the period of his active guidance of the Hospital. 


Many changes in organization occurred: at first children only were admitted to the 
wards; beds were provided for women when the hospital was moved and in later years for men; 
the Social Service Department and those of Physio-Therapy and Occupational Therapy came into 
existence during these years and the clinical laboratory which had been farmed out was made 
én integral part of the institution. This and many other changes were acted upon by the 
Board of Managers under the wise leadership and guidance of William Church Osborn during his 
Presidency. 


Mr. Osborn was a gentlemen of the'old school', kindly and thoughtful of others and was 
beloved and respected by all who knew hin. 


It may be well said that he guided the Hospital from a small rather unknown limited 
institution into this well recognized surgical centre that it is today; leading it through 
the storms of financial depression and a World War. Ever wise in judgment and optimistic in 
Spirit William Church Osborn lived a full constructive life and the New York Society for the 
Relief of the Ruptured and Crippled owes a debt of gratitude for the bounty given by this 


busy public minded man. 
Fenwick Beekman, M.D. 


SRRRHEIRRRSRRAABHABRAE 
ALUMNI NEWS 


In order to fill up this column, it will soon be necessary 
for your reporter to start sending out "give-us-the=-news" post cards 
to our alumni, especially those from whom we hear so seldom. However, 
until we find time for this project, we can only report the little 
dribbles that have come to us in the past month. 


Tommy Cannon received an announcement of the arrival on 
December 18th, in Manchester, New Hampshire, of Frank 0, Warren, III, 
weighing 6 pounds, 8 ounces. Father Warren will be remembered as a 
Resident on Surgical Service in 1946 to 1947. 


Dr. Lowell Thomas sent in his alumni dues during the holidays 
(we accept dues any time) along with a Christmas card showing three 
attractive young Thomas! and a large black cat. The Thomas! indicated 
that they would be in Chicago this month and hoped to see Dr. Wagner 
and others at the Chicago meetings. 
EMB 
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ORTHOPEDIC RESIDENTS 


We stert a new year, and it is difficult to believe that Peter Dingman has gone because 
the first conference on the Childrens' Service this fine Tuesday morning posted, not one, 
but seven cases -- all of which proves that Leonard Burgess is off to a good start to try 
to fill Peter's shoes. Good luck, Lennie! 


We sre happy to welcome aboard Doctor James A. Nicholas, who enters as the new junior on 

the orthopedic service. Dr. Nicholas, like so many other distinguished Americans, was 

born in Virginia, at Norfolk in 1921. However, at an early age, he moved to New York end 
finished college at New York University, following which he was graduated from Long Islend 
College of Medicine in 1945. After an internship at Lenox Hill Hospital, the next 2l 
months (minus an important 17 days) were spent in the Army. He has already had considerable 
orthopedic training at several different teaching centers, to mention only: Ashforth General 
Hospital under Doctor Kelly; Tilton Hospital, Fort Dix, with our own graduate, Vincent Turco; 
at the Shriners! Hospital in Lexington, Ky., with another of our graduates, Doctor Ernie 
Myers; at the Halloran Hospital with Doctor Bosworth; and also at Lenox Hill. He is not 
married. (This last established fact should help take some of the pressure off nervous, 
jittery, suspicious Doctor Hoover who has found that it is a mixed blessing to be the hospitals 
most eligible and wailable male. Reportedly, anyway.) 


The crush in the residents! quarters has been greatly relieved by the fact that the new Fellow 
in Orthopedics is female. (No fleshes on this "Fellow" because she hésn't yet arrived.) Any- 
way, it seems fitting that no other man should have to try to measure up to Doctor Khoury 

now lamentedly departed. 


R.C. 
SHH ESE OHH SO HHSHEEHOHE 


SURGICAL RESIDENTS 


In the past six months, the Hospital for Special Surgery has met three New York Hospital 
surgical residents, Drs. John R. Fenger, tester Martin, and your author. Each of these three 
have wives, and as typical, tired, and sometimes tedious married surgeons, they aroused 
slight, if any interest in the local beauties, more specifically, the Record Room girls. 

Can you imagine how the single status of our two New York Hospitel surgical residents hes 
raised their eyebrows and straightened their seams? 


Drs. Edward Free and Donald Weeks will arrive here January 1, 1951 for a six months stay if 
they are not drafted, bombed, or thrown out. They will replace those two rupture specialists, 
Drs. Fenger and Dyer who will return to New York Hospital with the closely guarded informa- 
tion on how to "fix a rupture". 


Drs. Fenger, Bissell and Dyer recently attended the dinner in honor of the retirement of 

Dr. Fenwick Beekman at the University Club. Dr. Martin remained on duty at H.S.S. to watch 
the wounds granulating in, and to dole out aspirin to the month old backaches lined up in 

the emergency room. The dinner was excellent, and the evening a memorable one. The formal 
clothes were offset by a jovial informal atmosphere of friendliness. Amongst the therapeutic 
triumphs extolled, was that noted in the statement by one of the guest speakers, that if it 
were not for the Hospital for Special Surgery, and Dr. Beekman, his wife would have been 
crippled and he would have been ruptured. 


To reach a more serious vein, however, Dr. Fenger and Myself wisn to take this opportunity 
to thank all of our friends here, not only for the great deal that they have taught us, but 
also, for their patience, courtesy, and friendliness. They have made our stay a pleasant and 
profitable one. Please accept our most sincere wishes for health and prosperity in the New 


Year, and thereafter. 
C.D. 
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